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A research project to help housebuilders meet 
the challenge of delivering low cost, low carbon 
housing has been launched. 

Building for 2050, funded by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy, highlights the need to construct housing which is low carbon through its 
design rather than through reliance on technology. 
 
The project, which will be delivered by AECOM, will examine the drivers, attitudes, 
barriers and challenges relating to low cost, low carbon housing. It will consider both 
the pull and push factors from some developers in delivering housing fit for the future. 
Increasing the numbers of such homes being built will contribute to the ambitious 
targets within the Clean Growth Strategy and reduce energy use and bills for 
residents, while delivering attractive and comfortable homes.  
 
The AECOM-led team will capture the experiences of those directly involved with 
selected low carbon housing developments - reviewing the designs and observing 
construction activities; assessing the performance of sample dwellings; and 
determining the performance of selected dwellings in use. 
 
There will also be a significant social research element. The team will identify the 
views of funders, developers, and design teams - those actively involved in low 
carbon housing and those currently not.  
 
Views from contractors and site-based staff building low carbon homes will also be 
collected.  
 
A sample of residents’ attitudes and expectations will be identified prior to them 
moving in to the selected developments, followed by feedback once they have 
moved in and again once they have spent some months in their new homes. To 
provide context, views will be sought from wider stakeholders – both professionals 
and consumers.  
 



Observations from the design and construction stages and analysis of the 
performance, together with the opinions provided, will inform the steps required to 
accelerate the uptake of low cost low carbon homes.  
 
The research conclusions will be published and will help shape future policy. 
 
 
Ends 
  
 
For further information, please contact: 
  
getinvolved@buildingfor2050.co.uk  
 
Notes to editors: 
 
Building for 2050  
The Research Team comprises: 

 AECOM (Research team lead)  

 Pollard Thomas Edwards (Architect and communications)  

 Fourwalls (BPE lead) 
 Delta-ee (Low Carbon Technology specialists)  

 

www.buildingfor2050.co.uk  
 
BEIS  
The department brings together responsibilities for business, industrial strategy, 
science, innovation, energy, and climate change. BEIS is a ministerial department, 
supported by 46 agencies and public bodies. 
Read more about what we do 

www.gov.uk/beis | https://twitter.com/beisgovuk 
 
AECOM  
AECOM is built to deliver a better world. We design, build, finance and operate 
infrastructure assets for governments, businesses and organizations in more than 
150 countries. As a fully integrated firm, we connect knowledge and experience 
across our global network of experts to help clients solve their most complex 
challenges. From high-performance buildings and infrastructure, to resilient 
communities and environments, to stable and secure nations, our work is 
transformative, differentiated and vital. A Fortune 500 firm, AECOM had revenue of 
approximately $17.4 billion during fiscal year 2016. See how we deliver what others 
can only imagine at http://www.aecom.com and https://twitter.com/AECOM  
 
Get involved 
Please email us at getinvolved@buildingfor2050.co.uk if you would like to be 
involved in the project – contributing your experience of low cost, low carbon homes 
in the UK.  
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